We oppose United States policy on commercial whaling

We the undersigned wish to express our profound opposition to the completion and adoption
of the International Whaling Commission's Revised Management Scheme (RMS) because it will
give a false signal that whaling is legitimate, manageable, sustainable and humane and will
inevitably lead to the lifting of the global moratorium on commercial whaling.

We call upon the United States Government to abandon its present policy of support for an
RMS to lift the existing moratorium on commercial whaling and to use its international
political and economic influence, and domestic fisheries laws, to enforce the existing
moratorium for the foreseeable future.

We believe that our supporters, and the vast majority of US citizens, are opposed to
commercial whaling and do not want our Government involved in negotiating its resumption.
We believe that commercial whaling is outdated and unnecessary, environmentally unsound
and inherently cruel. We believe it poses an unnecessary risk to the health and recovery of
surviving whale populations and to the health of people that consume whale products, given
they are increasingly contaminated by toxic pollutants.

We call upon the United States Government to support the continuation and strengthening of
the commercial whaling moratorium for the foreseeable future; to initiate and support the
vital research necessary to quantify and address the serious environmental threats to whales;
and the health risks posed to people that ingest toxic pollutants through the consumption of
whale products.

We want the United States to save the whales, not whaling.
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